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consequences of the policy. “I don’t whether they are not what they rep-.

understand why you think if you ac- resent themse]ves to be. | :

cept an assignment from me that  pypa) o say that the CIA policy

) you are no longer free,” he sald. threaters the mde%endence of the-
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operate inde{)endently of govern- ¢ " ther -‘Americans have been

ment. Journalists, of course, talk to evacuated. And, if some journalists.
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formation within bounds. But hav- _ arfCIAﬁg%nts_, evUe n those.who are.

ing journalists on the CIA payroll is flot mi g e 10 greater jeopar dy ’
soraething far Aiff. £ ..%. s . than otherwise. It should not be for: |
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0w can correspondents on the i the merican- embassy in Tehran :

CIA payroll maintain that their re- 3 seek to Justify theirgactions by:

porting of .U.S.: activities ‘is unbi- % ‘claiming ‘that “their ‘hostages are’} -
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A itself? How 1s one to know, for X Foes mhad has calfimbar

that matter, that such’correspond- - .'tl’l’&e Dress obyxgusly h?-*s self 111jzt¢r:

ents will not file deliberately mis- , So-¢Y reasons for op posing policies

leading reports to serve some secrot .that .may fetter Journalists in their

CiA engd‘7 P,y ; LT efforts to gather the news. But the.
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ce Uu 15 g en 0 serv special inter-.

_Squeamish about identifying CIA ests of the news media but to assure

operatives publicly, _,n% Ot"e ©an - the free flow-of information, which
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says it .would be naive to think that

‘with intelligence agencies. Well, if
foreign governments - had any
doubts, Turner and: President Car-
ter have assured them that the CIA
indeed will use l]

the situationcalls forit. - =

sonally approved the use of journal-
ists. for' covert activities onthree
occasions. It is beside the point that

- the three operations never got off

the ground. When members of the

American Society of Newspaper Ed-

itors challenged him on the policy
last week, his response showed that
he had little regard for the serious
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agents, Turner? may: encourage.

) nat - other countries to place-more re-
other nations assume that foreign ©-
Journalists have no associations -

strictions on reporters -than they .
would otherwise. Intelligence agen-
cles say that American journalists
have been valued as operatives.be- -

cause they have contacts in foreign

governments and because they can

~ask questions without arousing sus-.,
. FICLOH. It 1s unlikely, however, that"

Turner has disclosed that hé“ﬁér-?’ " foreign officials give reporters se-:
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generally publish what they learn. . .|

Further, if foreign governments

- believe the CIA7 uses reporters as

spies, their contacts in government
are likely to be weakened. Report-
ers may no longer be able to ask:
questions without arousing suspi--
cion if other governraents wonder:
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